


































































































































































































































  
  

Trade & Environment 
 

Opening statement of 
Dr. Eng. Nader Riad 
Chairman CEEBA 

 
 

• Your Excellency Engineer Rachid Mohamed Rachid, 
Egypt’s minister of trade and industry 

 
• Distinguished panelists 

 
• Ladies and Gentleman   

 
 
It is a pleasure to be here today for this session on Trade and 
Environment.  
 
 
When ministers agreed in Marrakesh in 1994 that a Committee on 
Trade and Environment should be established, they recalled, 
among other things, the Rio Declaration, Agenda 21 and the 
Preamble to the Agreement establishing the WTO itself. Thus, the 
WTO (TRADE), and UNEP (ENVIRONEMNT) share common 
objectives. 
 
The Singapore Ministerial Conference noted that the breadth and 
complexity of the issues showed that further work was needed on 
all items of its agenda. I think that these meetings like today’s 
have served to enhance understanding of the relationship 
between the trade and environment agendas, as well as grasp of 
the direction of the multilateral trading system.  
 
Building on these sessions will help us to maximize synergies and 
reduce potential tensions. 
In the GATT, the word “environment” was seldom heard in trade 
circles (except when they talked about “the trading environment”). 



The phrase “sustainable development” was in nobody's 
vocabulary until it was coined by the Brundtland Commission in 
1987, yet it served as the basis for the progress made at the UN 
Conference on Environment and Development in Rio in 1992. 
 
I think the placing of trade and environment issues on the WTO's 
agenda and the introduction of sustainable development as one of 
the WTO's aims has helped to raise awareness internationally 
and nationally of the need to maximize synergies between trade 
and environment policies.   
 
But first, we must clarify what is the Issue? Is it Environment 
affecting trade?  Or it is Trade affecting environment? 
  
 
Second where did it come from? 
Environment in GATT was a non-issue for 40 years. Then came 
elephant ivory issue, Rio, Tuna-Dolphin, illegal shark hunting and 
the rapid emergence of the Trade-Environment agenda. And now 
WTO-CTE, Doha and environmental negotiations 
 
Impact of environment on trade 
The “trade first” mentality of most negotiators as Environment 
poses a Northern advantage as it restricts Market access “green 
protection”. Not to forget the south right to pollute and to over-
exploit resources as the north has already done for decades to 
develop. 
 
  
Impact of trade on environment 
The list is long. It sways from Product effects, to Scale effects, to 
Structural effects, to direct effects. Besides Transport effects, and 
else. These issues are regulated by the Multilateral Environmental 
Agreements: mainly Basel, Biodiversity, Kyoto. Yet newer issues 
are emerging such as Growth hormones, Genetically Modified 
Organisms 



 
  
Today, there is an Improved understanding of the trade 
environment link. Environment has become an international 
consensus; as well as a consumer demand. 
  
 
Now its time to hear our Minister, H.E Rachid Mohamed 
Rachid, definitely his intervention would be most important 
for all of us. 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Conclusions and recommendations 
 
 
1. Decision-makers need to consider socioeconomic impacts 
(costs) of regulations on: 
� Small enterprises v/s large enterprises 
� Different sub-sectors in an economic sector 
� Output v/s exports v/s imports 
 
Policy instruments need to be well targeted to meet policy 
objectives. 
 
2. What is on the WTO Agenda is not necessary what is most 
important for developing countries: 
� proactive efforts needed to shape the agenda 
 
3. Capacity building in standard-setting needed to: 
� Establish (or question) scientific justification 
� Ensure transparency & notification (rights & responsibilities) 
� Strengthen conformity assessment 
  
 



  
  
CLEANER PRODUCTION 
 
Opening statement of 
Dr. Eng. Nader Riad 
Chairman CEEBA 
 
 

• Your Excellency Engineer Rachid Mohamed Rachid, 
Egypt’s minister of trade and industry 

 
• Distinguished panelists 

 
• Ladies and Gentleman   

 
 
It is a pleasure to be here today for this session on a topic that is 
very close to my heart, namely Cleaner Production   
 
But first we must agree that Cleaner production is not just 
technology and eco-efficiency. 
 
It is a philosophy of manufacturing. It is an overall approach to 
industrial management to reduce the use of energy, time and 
material resources and also to minimize waste and pollution to the 
least.  It involves a shift in environmental protection from a “down 
stream” approach where pollution is managed after it is created, 
to a "up stream" approach where the creation of pollution is 
avoided or minimized to the least at the source. What is called 
waste minimization. That is naturally besides reuse and recycling 
growing trends. 
 
In aiming to build a sustainable green society, and to ensure that 
future generations can continue to live and prosper in a healthy 
environment, The government of Egypt as well as our businesses 
do recognize that a strong regulatory framework and an `down 



stream' focus on pollution control are no longer sufficient besides 
being non economic 
Today, we operate in a globally competitive world which demands 
cheaper and smarter ways to produce, as well as achieve our 
environmental goals. We need to integrate the environment into 
our economic systems instead of considering the environment 
only as an afterthought. 
 
'Cleaner production' is the overall approach to business 
management. It involves changing attitudes and rethinking 
products and processes. However, cleaner production is not only 
about manufacturing and production. It covers all processes, 
products and services and their environmental impacts, including 
planning and design influence. 
 
In many cases it has been proven that organizations can actually 
protect the environment better and EVEN save money. By 
applying cleaner production approaches they can discover how to 
increase efficiency and reduce waste and pollution. Modest 
commonsense improvements or changes in production can 
considerably lead to reduce environmental problems and repay 
costs in less than a few years, with ongoing profits thereafter. 
 
More important, it is the way to be eco-labeled, the gateway to 
expanding exports and sales which we will discuss in the 
following session  
 
I would grasp the opportunity and call for an Egyptian eco–
labeling distinction to be put on certain products as a superlative 
quality recognition as organized in Europe under  
Blue Angel, Blue Bird, Blue Rose or else. 
  
  
Now its time to hear our Minister, H.E Rachid M. Rachid  
 
Definitely his moderation would be most significant 
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