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Study-worthy view

Economy begins with work

The German Minister of Economics and Labor Wolfgang Clement’s visit to
Cairo last month achieved a success that echoed in the circles of the
institutions affiliated to the German-Arab Chamber of Industry and Trade,
businessmen and the Foreign Trade Ministry as well. The success was

achieved thanks to the successful talks held by the minister.

We, the men of industry, noticed one thing, namely how that minister took

over two different ministries?!!

We heard before that two similar ministries are amalgamated in one
ministry, such as the ministries of industry and trade, industry and environment,
domestic and foreign trade, labor and small industries, something which is not

strange anymore.

However, we did not hear before that the two ministries of economy and
labor are amalgamated in one ministry, particularly as economy in Germany

means industry in the first place.

The reason for the aforementioned exclamation is that industry and labor
represent two different groups; the industry group works on reducing the

industry cost, including non-increase of salaries.

On the other hand, the group of labor, unions and syndicates seeks to
increase salaries and reduce work hours, paying no much heed to the negative

impacts on industry and economy.
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Yet, a question looms; how does a ministry gather those two contradictions?

And what is the goal?

The fact lies in the change of conceptions. The ministry of labor, with its
labor unions, syndicates and laborers, has its own bylaws that serve its
interests. Its strategic goal now is no longer to support employees against

employer to get their rights.

The development and maturity of the relation between employer and
employees in addition to the safe implementation of laws no longer provide any
room for any syndical activity in that field. Syndicates and labor unions are now
interested only in combating unemployment and providing qualified technicians

who can meet the needs of any job.

Thus, the labor activity, especially the ministry of labor, turned into a field for
training, qualification and rehabilitation, which — in some countries like Germany
— cost a lot and should ensure benefits on economy. In other words, the training

cost and the consequent economic returns are the two parties of the equation.

Thus, the attractive central power came to gather the two parties of the

equation in the ministry of economy and trade.

This leads us in Egypt to think about the benefit which can result from
amalgamation of the two ministries of industry and economy in line with the

German model.

It is noteworthy that the Egyptian economy endured many crises, as it is
affected by the global economy by one way or another. However, hope is still
pinned on the industrial sector, especially the export business for it is the main
motive of economy.
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As the work system is run by industry and as work and labor are the most
important components of the industrial system, amalgamation of the two
ministries of industry and economy will positively affect the two parties of

equation, namely revenues and investment.

Thus, the central power of the industrial sector's output is pivotal in building

a strong economy.

Finally, industrialists should face and get ready for the future challenges
through adopting renewable quality measures and looking for competitive

privileges.

They should also get ready for the future and its requirements which need
view, technical progress and competitiveness on international and local levels.

We hope this view will attract many supporters.

* Translated from Arabic Original 3/3
13/6/2004




